
Plenty of Rats Trapped in March!
The two trapping checks carried out in March are now completed. On the first run we 
caught plenty of rats and the first possum since August 2012!   Reasons for not 
catching many possums for the past ten months could simply be that the numbers are 
very low and perhaps the fact that the lure is lost to rats and mice.   On 2nd March 13 
rats, one possum and one mouse were found in the traps and on 18th, nine rats. 
Running totals are: 826 rats, 102 stoats, 82 possums, 15 mice, 4 hedgehogs and 1 
quail. 

We need to look into the lure problem more seriously.  A lot of volunteer effort is put 
into servicing the possum traps from stations 26 to 80.  The rat traps from 26 to 35 are 
put into place to protect the lure and although they have caught plenty of rats, it seems 
that more lure was left in the adjacent possum traps.

Although the second run did not yield as many rats, it’s early days and perhaps rat 
numbers are declining.  No stoat has been seen and a weka has been heard calling in 
Marahau.  

Our thanks to the trapping team of Eric, Jason, Mike and Lorraine, Krissy, Leena, 
Moppy and Peter, Hermann and Craig.    Also many thanks to Aquataxi for giving 
Hermann a ride.

Treeplanting

We are planning more  tree planting from the Marahau causeway to Tinline Bay and 
beyond, this winter.  The tree planting is another step towards restoring the ecology of 
the southern end of the Park and fits in nicely with our trapping effort.  You may have 
seen some of the 300 trees planted in Tinline last May: 50 titoki, northern rata, 
milktree were planted, staked and protected against browsing as well as beech trees 
surrounded by 250 kanuka,  akeake and ngaio. 

This year a further 500 seedlings will be ready for planting out early in the winter.  If 
any of you feel like a change from the often mundane trapping, here is a good 
opportunity! Sandy Stephens from ATBST is co-ordinating the project and if you are 
keen to help, please contact her by email -  sandy.stephens@clear.net
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